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Easter 2022

the service are asked to stay at
the end of the service to have
photos taken with the RAAF
members.

In case you haven’t discovered
when Easter is being celebrated
this year, Easter Sunday is on
17 April. Therefore Good Friday
is on 15 April. The NSW Easter
public holiday is Friday, 15 April
to Monday, 18 April inclusive.

There is limited seating so please
feel free to bring along a chair if
you wish.
If it is raining the service will take
place in the Community Hall and
help will be needed to set the
hall up on Sunday 24th
commencing at 10:00 am.

It is expected many will use the
Easter long weekend to get away
for the first time in about two
years. Please take care on the
roads.
Don’t forget about
double demerit points and keep
a look out for the Easter Bunny.
That’s one rabbit we don’t want
to see as road kill!
Did you know there is a uniquely
Australia alternative to chocolate
Easter eggs and rabbits? It’s the
Bilby. Bilbies are an endangered
Australian marsupial. To raise
money and increase awareness
of conservation efforts, bilbyshaped chocolates are sold
throughout Australia.

Working Bee

Anzac Day
As normal the Anzac March will
commence from in front of the
Police Station at 10:45 am on
School
Monday, 25th April.
children and anyone intending
to march please assemble at the
Police Station at 10:30 am.
Members of the community are
encouraged to take part in the
Anzac March whether you had a
serving relative or not.
The
Anzac
Service
will
commence at Soldiers Memorial
Park at 11:00 am with members
of the RAAF in attendance.

Photo: The Easter Bilby – Australia’s original
Easter Bunny – now an endangered species..

Children who are taking part in

There will be a working bee at
Soldiers Memorial Park on
Saturday 23rd April to tidy up
the park ready for the Anzac
Service on Monday 25th.
If you could attend at 10:00 am
bringing along rakes, brooms,
gardening gloves, secateurs and
buckets that would be great, all
help will be very much
appreciated.

Weekly
Classes

Exercise

The opportunity has arisen for
community
members
to
undertake weekly gentle exercise
classes with a qualified instructor
in the Barmedman Wellness
Centre. The classes are open to
males and females of all ages for
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Weekly
Exercise
continued.

Classes

The cost of a gold coin donation,
and will be held every Tuesday
9.30am to 10.00am.
We will need a minimum of five
people for the classes to go
ahead, so if you are interested
please let Shirley know on
0458 762 052 asap.

Barmed Boy Boosted
Local cyclist Simon Kleyn
returned home on Sunday 13
March, after an amazing trip with
80 riders including cyclists from
Temora, West Wyalong and
Ariah Park raising funds for
research to find a cure for Motor
Neurone Disease (MND).
The PedalCure4MND 2022 event

travelled
throughout
the
Riverina with cyclists engaging
with local communities along
the way and raising close to
$500,000.
Simon would like to thank
everyone who supported him in
the ride and would recommend
it to anyone who might consider
doing the next event.

If there is enough interest the
first session will commence the
first Tuesday in May (3 May).

Community Library
The new library books have
arrived at the depot at the Arts,
Craft and Coffee Shop. For those
in the community who enjoy
reading feel free to come in and
borrow a book or two.

Inaugural
Morning

Photo: Cyclists, MAMILs (Middle Aged Men In Lycra), and support personnel taking part in the
PedalCure4MND 2022.

Friendship

The first ever Barmedman
Friendship Morning was held on
Wednesday, 16 March at the
Arts, Craft and Coffee Shop. It
was an enjoyable social get
together. Simon Kleyn gave an
interesting overview of the
CurePedal4MND bike ride (5 to
12 March ) and his participation.
Held on the third Wednesday of
every month Our Friendship
Mornings are intended to be
informal. April’s get together will
be on Wednesday 20th from
10:00 am, at the Arts, Craft and
Coffee Shop. All are welcome.

Photo: Some local residents enjoying a get together at the Craft and Coffee shop recently.
Anyone in the community who would like a yarn is invited to come along to the shop the third
Wednesday of the month for an informal and friendly get together.
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Baptist Care
The Baptist Care Aged Care
information morning held at the
Wellness Centre on Thursday 17
March, was a most informative
and enjoyable morning with
thanks to local co-ordinator
Tania Shaw and registered nurse
Kelly Hunt for their information
on all the help available to those
in the older generation who
need help to remain in their own
home or who are looking at
moving into residential care.
Thank you to the girls at the Arts,
Craft and Coffee shop for the
delicious morning tea and lunch.

Biking
Review

The

Bland

Barmedman’s new inspired
tourism attracting organisation,
Biking The Bland, recently
received a glowing review of the
Bland Shire from Meritorious
MBR, a social cycling group
based in Sydney.
Twenty cyclists from the Sydney
social riding group, Meritorious

Photo: Howard, Keith and John with local Baptist Care co-ordinator Tania Shaw and Registered
nurse Kelly Hunt at the information morning at the Barmedman Wellness Centre.

MBR, recently enjoyed a cycling
trip in the Shire. With the
average age of Meritorious
MBR’s membership being 72,
they demonstrate that cycling is
a sport enjoyed by all ages.
Following a stay in Ungarie, the
group spent two nights in West
Wyalong before riding to
Quandialla and visiting the local
school and talking with the kids.

Local Barmedman cyclist, Simon
Kleyn joined them at Council
Chambers for a group photo and
the ride to Quandialla.
The group wished to pass on
their thanks to local drivers they
described as courteous and
considerate. The trip organisers
gave kudos for the new Biking
The Bland website and were
impressed by the Shire's support
of cycling.

Photo: Members of the Meritorious MBR Cycling group taking a break whilst Biking The Bland.
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Red Cross
Teddies

Trauma

Several local ladies met at the
Art, Craft and Coffee Shop
recently to knit and crochet
Trauma Teddies for the Red
Cross. The teddies are knitted
with love to be given to children
who are experiencing trauma in
their lives.
Red Cross volunteers started
hand-knitting Trauma Teddies
back in 1990 after NSW
Ambulance
Superintendent
Richard Hamilton witnessed the
calming effect a teddy had when
it was given to a child being
treated in an ambulance. He put
out the call for help and the idea
of Trauma Teddy was born. In
the 30 years since over 1 million
children have cuddled a
colourful, comforting Trauma
Teddy.
The Red Cross distribute Trauma
Teddies to provide care in many
ways like comforting children
fleeing natural and man-made
disasters;
accompanying
children
in
a
speeding
ambulance; providing friendly
security in hospital; assisting
health professionals educate
children
about
what
is
happening to them; extending a
warm welcome to refugee
children and even just being a
happy face in a lonely time.
Trauma Teddies are highly
skilled in working with children
to reduce anxiety and fear and
provide comfort. After all they
have over three decades of
hands-on experience – and not

just in hospitals. Trauma Teddies
have been dispatched to places
like New York, to provide
comfort to school children after
the September 11 attacks, Kuta
in Bali after the tourist district
bombings and Pakistan where
they were handed out to
children affected by the Kashmir

earthquake.
According to the Red Cross, each
Teddy takes about 5 hours to
create. Well done ladies for using
your skills to bolster the Trauma
Teddy ranks, which have probably
taken a huge beating over the past
two years of COVID.

Photo: Red Cross Trauma Teddies patiently awaiting deployment on their important
assignments. Source: www.redcross.org.au.

Arts, Craft and Coffee
Shop
The Barmedman Arts, Craft and
Coffee Shop held its first Annual
General Meeting since 2019 on
28 March. The meeting was
attended by most of the
volunteers at the shop with two
apologies tended (2020 and
2021 meetings were not held
due to Covid).
President Anne Schubert read
her 2019 report which was
accepted.
Anne thanked
everyone for their support over
the past years saying how well
the volunteers worked together,
the shop doing really well.
All positions were declared
vacant and Rod Luke took the
chair for the election of office
bearers. The position of President

was not achieved with the
position now declared a casual
vacancy. All other positions were
elected unopposed with Anne
Schubert as Vice President,
Marilyn Moore as Secretary and
Tania Jones as Treasurer. The
committee will also include Vicki,
Steve, Tania B, Keith and Pat.
In the past year the Committee
has successfully applied for
$16,000.00 worth of grants to
repair and renovate the shop’s
premises.
The amount of
$5,000.00 from Evolution Mines
is very much appreciated and will
be used to upgrade and improve
the appearance of the front of
the shop – the manual work for
this will be completed by
volunteers at the shop. The
NSW Government grant for
$11,000.00 will be matched by
the shop and used to fund the
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Arts, Craft and Coffee Shop
continued.
much-needed replacement of
the roof.
The volunteers would like to see
more residents come along and
join the team, it is not hard work,
and it’s a great way to make
friends and meet people who
drop in from other parts of
Australia. Most money raised at
the shop goes back into the local
community.

Why Does Easter Move
Around?
Easter is such major event in the
Gregorian
Calendar
(the
calendar we use today), why isn’t
it held on the same date every
year like Christmas? Christians
have been attempting to fix this
issue since AD 325 but have
been unable to reach a
satisfactory consensus. (One of
the many reasons it is suggested
you should “never discuss
politics or religion”.)
Easter is a Christian holiday that
celebrates the day Jesus rose
from the dead after he was
crucified.
Modern Christian
doctrine mandates Easter falls on
the first Sunday after the first full
moon that follows the spring
equinox. Sounds simple enough
right? Wrong! To begin with the
term “full moon” here refers to
the ecclesiastical full moon. And
the mention of spring is
immediately confusing – aren’t
we heading into winter?
Easter celebrates an event that
occurred at a time when humans
believed the Earth was flat and

the southern hemisphere that
we live in did not exist. In the
past 2,000 years much has
changed (like the shape of the
Earth).
Over this time
information has been gradually
lost or altered due to historical
political, economic or cultural
circumstances and fashions. The
following is an attempt to reveal
why Easter is not celebrated on a
specific date each year.
The exact dates of the crucifixion
and resurrection are lost to
history. What is known, and not
debated, is Jesus rose from the
dead after the Pascal moon
(Pascal meaning the Jewish feast
of Passover). What is not known
is the date of that Passover or
the year it took place. Making
things more difficult is in
Jerusalem during the time of the
crucifixion,
the
Gregorian
Calendar was not in use. In fact,
they weren’t even using a
perpetual calendar i.e. a calendar
designed
to
enable
the
allocation of a day of the week
for a given date in the past or
future. They were using the
Hebrew (Jewish) calendar, but
not in the perpetual format it is
in today.
The Hebrew calendar is lunisolar,
meaning it is based upon the
cycles of both the sun and moon.
The calendar is also required to
satisfy Jewish Holy Scripture (the
Torah) mandates, so it is also
subject to the interpretation of
several complex regulations,
exceptions, and mathematical
rules.
Hence, the Hebrew
calendar year can between 353
to 385 days long.

Utilising the disciplines of
astronomy, history and theology
scholars have approximated, the
crucifixion could have occurred
AD 27, 30, 33, or 34 … maybe …
The date of Passover can also be
approximated. Interpretation of
the Torah mandates Passover be
held on the first full moon after
the spring equinox, although
occasionally it will occur on the
second full moon.
The spring equinox occurs when
Sun crosses Earth’s equator,
making day and night of equal
length.
In the northern
hemisphere this astronomical
event
occurs
somewhere
between 19 to 21 March each
year. The reason for the date
range is because no one has
developed a perpetual calendar
for general use that accurately
tracks the yearly orbit of the
Earth around the Sun. This is
because a complete orbit takes
exactly 365 days, 5 hours, 59
minutes and 16 seconds. The
extra 5 hours, 59 minutes and 16
seconds is the reason we add an
extra to February every fourth
year to round things out.
For centuries Christians were
dependant
on
the
pronouncement of the Hebrew
calendar by rabbis before they
could calculate the date of Easter
and other feast days. Many
Christian groups began rebelling
against what they deemed to be
the disorderly state of the
Hebrew calendar and adopting
their own ways of determining
feast days (including Easter). The
differing dates of Easter causing
many issues for pilgrims who
chose to travel to Jerusalem to
commemorate the resurrection.
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Why Does Easter
Around? continued.

Move

In AD 325 the Roman emperor
Constantine
the
Great
determined to unify the
splintering Christian doctrine
and called the First Council of
Nicaea (so named because it was
held in Nicaea – now İznik, Bursa,
Turkey).
One of the many
resulting reforms was the
proclamation of independence
from the Hebrew calendar, and
worldwide uniformity.
The
Council could not agree on a
specific date for Easter, but it
would now be celebrated by
Christians at the same time
across the known world (a
Sunday in a lunar month chosen
according to Christian criteria)
and each year the Bishop of
Rome was to send out letters
setting the date of Easter.

calculate the date of Easter each
year and saving the Bishop of
Rome a fortune on postage and
stationery.
Hopefully why Easter is not
celebrated on a specific date
each year is now clear as mud.

Speaking
Barbary:

Anzac Tribute:
Reginald Roy Rattey
V.C.

I was delighted to have a chat
with Carmel Barbary, Reg’s
daughter and the author of
‘Reginald Roy Rattey V.C. Our
Humble Hero’.

Article provided
Middleton

by

Victoria

Anyone
who’s
lived
in
Barmedman, attended Anzac
Day Services, or talked to a local
about our history, would have
heard about Reg Rattey V.C.

with

Carmel

Carmel explained that her dad
was not comfortable in the
spotlight, and struggled with the
attention he received after
returning home with his Victoria
Cross medal.
Reg told her: ‘Carm, I saw blokes
do amazing things and they
were never recognised. We were
all there together in the mud and
the slush.’

Unfortunately the Council did
not specify how the date of
would be determined. This was
worked out over centuries and
generated
a
number
of
controversies before settling
upon the first Sunday after the
first full moon after spring
equinox.
In 1582 the Gregorian Calendar
was adopted. With Gregorian
reform came the adoption of the
ecclesiastical
equinox
(ecclesiastical meaning relating
to the Christian Church or its
clergy). Now, across the globe,
every year 21 March is the
accepted
date
of
the
ecclesiastical spring equinox
(irrespective of the actual
location of the Sun in respect to
the equatorial plain), thus
making it much easier to

bit on the family farm, worked as
a miner and joined the Militia
(Australian Army Reserve) parttime in the 21st Light Horse
Regiment, when he left school.

“He just wanted to stay on the
farm with his family. He was
humble, down to earth and
quiet,” Carmel said.

Photo: Reginald Roy Rattey C.1945 Source:
Wikimedia
Commons
(commons.wikimedia.org)

Early Life:
Reginald Roy Rattey was born in
Barmedman NSW, in 1917, the
third child of a Lutheran family.
Reg rode his horse to school in
Bellarwi, and played cricket,
football and tennis. He did his

When Reg passed away in 1986,
he left Carmel ‘a room full of
papers’ attesting to years of
invitations and requests from the
local and national community.
With all this information, Carmel
decided to write a book about
her dad.
Carmel relayed Reg’s account of
the day his bravery was
witnessed, which led to his
deserved V.C. medal. “After he
did ‘the deed’, he returned to his
company, sat down and had a
cup of tea. He noticed the bullet
holes in his shirt tails, but there
wasn’t a scratch on him!”
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Anzac Tribute: Reginald Roy
Rattey V.C. continued
Carmel summed up her dad’s
service in one sentence:
“Everything was about loyalty to
his mates.”
‘Reginald Roy Rattey V.C. Our
Humble Hero’ by Carmel Barbary
is available online: Reginald Roy
Rattey V.C. by Carmel Barbary
(nee Rattey) | Blurb Books
Australia

Victoria Cross and World
War II:
Reg volunteered for overseas
service in 1942. His military
contribution culminated in an
extraordinary act of heroism on
Buin Rd in South Bougainville on
22nd March, 1945.

Ordered to capture a Japanese
stronghold, Corporal Reg Ratter
determined that his 25th
Battalion company would come
under great risk of injury or
death. Armed with his Bren gun,
he single-handedly attacked
three
Japanese
weapons
bunkers, destroying one with a
grenade Under heavy fire, he
went back to his company for
more grenades, and returned to
blow up the other two bunkers.
This enabled the 25th to
advance, and they soon
encountered more Japanese
gunfire. Reg again launched a
solo attack, killing an enemy
gunner and wounding another.
This prompted the Japanese
battalions to retreat. The 25th
captured an enemy machine gun
before advancing on.

infamous ‘Battle of Slater’s Knoll’.
After a week of enemy mass
attacks, Reg and 128 men of the
25th repulsed 1,100 Japanese
soldiers in battle and killed 292
men.
On July 26, 1945, at Buckingham
Palace,
King
George
VI
presented Reginald Rattey the
Victoria Cross – the highest
award in the Australian Honours
System – for gallantry in the face
of the enemy.
Reg passed away in West
Wyalong at age 67 on 10th
January 1986. He is buried in
West Wyalong Lawn Cemetery
with his wife, Aileen Therese.

Now promoted to ‘Sergeant’,
Reg and his company found
themselves digging in for the

Photo: The monument of a life-size bronze
statue of Sergeant Reginald Rattey was
unveiled on 9th April 2016 in the V.C.
Memorial on Reg Rattey Drive, West
Wyalong. The statue depicts Reg in action,
with Bren gun on hip and poised to throw a
grenade. Source: Virtual War Memorial |
Reginald Rattey V.C., West Wyalong, New
South (vwma.org.au)

Photo: The Australian Victoria Cross Medal.
Source: Wikimedia Commons
(commons.wikimedia.org)

Photo: Rattey meets King George VI at the
Victory Parade in London, June1946.
Source: Wikimedia Commons
(commons.wikimedia.org)
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CLASSIFIEDS
Casual Position Vacant

Church Services:

Disabled Pensioner looking for
someone to help around the
house.

St John’s Anglican Church:
Morning Prayer
Sunday, 3 April, 8:00 am

Requires some experience in
general
handyman
work,
painting
and
gardening.
Needed for at least 4 hours per
week. Rate: $25.00 per hour.
Phone: 0431 144 723

St Joseph’s Catholic Church:
Mass
Sunday, 10 April, 8:00 am
Sunday, 24 April, 8:00 am

Barmedman Landfill
Hours

Thursday, 10 April at 2.30 pm
Thursday, 24 April at 2.30 pm

Tuesday and Thursday:
1.30pm to 3.30pm
Sunday: 12.30pm to 3.30pm
Classifieds are free to all locals and can include for
sale, wanted, thank you, garage sale, event notice,
even services for hire. If you don’t know if this is
the right place, just ask – the worst answer you
will get is no.
If you have any classifieds you would like to
include in the Newsletter, feel free to email
newsletter@barmedman.com.au or provide
the written text to the Post Office Cafe by the
21st of each month.

Anzac Memorial
March

THIS MONTH

Monday, 25 April, 10:45 am
If marching assemble at the
Police Station at 10:30 am

Anzac Memorial
Service
Monday, 25 April, 11:00am
Soldiers Memorial Park

Bible Study

JUST FOR
LAUGHS
Why did the gardener change
his mind about gardening?
Because the plants grew on him.

For more information, please call
Keith on 0408 003 760

Easter

Why did the raisin go out with
the prune?
Because he couldn't find a date.

Friday, 15 April to Monday, 18 April

Friendship Morning

What are two things you can't
have for breakfast?
Lunch and Dinner

Wednesday, 20 April, 10:00 am
Arts, Craft and Coffee Shop.
74 Queen Street. Barmedman.

DON’T FORGET WE’VE GONE DIGITAL
Please remind your family, friends and neighbours that the newsletter is now digital delivery (not hard copy).
For a digital subscription, send an email to newsletter@barmedman.com.au with the subject subscribe.
If you still need a hard copy, please complete the form below and drop it into The Post Office Cafe. Please
note hard copy deliveries are only for residents of Barmedman (i.e. serviced by the Barmed Postie).

BARMEDMAN NEWSLETTER FREE SUBSCRIPTION
I would like my copy via:

Name:
Address:
Suburb:
Email:

(Only necessary for hard copy subscriptions)

⬜

Email

⬜

Hard copy

(Hard copy for Barmedman Residents only)

Postcode:
Phone No:

To view online go to: www.barmedman.com.au/newsletters
To add content to the Newsletter, please email newsletter@barmedman.com.au or leave written copy at the Post Office Cafe before the 21st of each month.

