
 

 

 

  BARMEDMAN VILLAGE NEWSLETTER 

                 D E C E M B E R   2 0 2 0 
         Hi everyone and welcome to December 2020!  The Christmas Edition of the  

         Newsletter. It’s a big one – better grab a cuppa! Where has this year gone??? 

         Thanks everyone who contributed content for this month. There 

         will be a short break for the festive season so the next newsletter will  

         be returning in February 2021.  

         Don’t forget - anyone wishing to add content to our Diary can leave their   

         entries at the Barmedman General Store or send an email to  

          newsletter@barmedman.com.au with details.                                                                       

          It can be about the coming month – or something in the future 

          months. This is your newsletter – help make it great! 

          Please leave/email your entries BEFORE the 21st of THE MONTH. Thank you!  

 

********************* 

ON THIS MONTH: 

 

                             CHURCH SERVICES: 

                              Sunday 6th - St John’s Anglican Church – 8 a.m. 

                               Sunday 13th - St Joseph’s Catholic Church – 8 a.m.  

                                Sunday 20th - St John’s Anglican Church – 8 a.m. 

                                 Thursday 24th - Christmas Vigil Mass Temora 6pm (outdoor) 

         West Wyalong Mission 6pm (St Mary’s Catholic Church) 

                                  Tuesday 24th - Christmas Eve Carol Service – St John’s Anglican  

          Church – ALL WELCOME – 8 p.m. 

                                   Friday 25th  -  Christmas Day Masses - Ardlethan 8.00am, Barellan 10am, 

                                                          Temora 5.00pm, West Wyalong 9.30am) 

                                     Sunday 27th -   St Joseph’s Catholic Church Mass - 8 a.m.  

                                      BIBLE STUDY: 
                                                      The final Bible Study for this year will be on Thursday 10th December.  

                                                   Bible Study will then go into recess until February, 2021.   

                                                    Phone Keith for more details on 0408003760.  

**************** 



 

POSTIE’S PRESS 
 

Things are full steam ahead with Ȱ72 ɀ Pop Up Shop ɀ Barmedmanȱ ready to go with the 

first weekend being set to kick it off with local businesses utilising this fantastic 

opportunity. Saturday 5th and Sunday 6th December will be a hive of activity with lots of 

interesting things available for sale. This was formerly the Café in Queen Street. Check out 

our page on Facebook too! If youȭre a local small local business or clever kids and farm 

mums struggling to be seen contact Linda or myself at the General Store if youȭd like to 

organise your own Pop Up Shop event. This is to showcase local business' trying to give it a 

go. Also a Ȭreal worldȭ gallery of canvas prints of our beautiful area are on display at Ȱ72ȱ for 

everyoneȭs enjoyment. These images are taken whilst on the mail run. 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

There may be prizes for letterbox Christmas decorations this year from Postie. Pictures of 

decorated mailboxes, both town and rural, will be posted on social media. Itȭs not about 

being the biggest or brightest. Letȭs see some imagination and any reference to 

Barmedman being shown will get extra note. 

~~~~~~~~~ 

Bland Shire Council is having its Christmas Lights competition again. So letȭÓ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÕÐ 

Barmedman and give it a go! People from across the Shire are encouraged to register their 

address for inclusion on the map and competition and help spread some Christmas cheer. 

People can register online at https://www.blandshire.nsw.gov.au  Register by 10th 

December. 

~~~~~~~~ 

A big thank you to all the town folk who have really gotten into schmicking up their front 

yards and nature strips. Town is looking amazing and loved again! Keep up the great work. 

~~~~~~~~ 

The Wellness & Mental Health Centre is taking shape. Painting is moving forward, new 

look colour scheme and awning to be completed before Christmas. But we do desperately 

need a concreter to help repair the floor. Please contact us at the General Store is you can 

help. 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 

The General Store has been stocking up with loads of great gifts. Call in and check it out. 

You donȭt have to travel far to find that something special. Some items will even be 

available at Ȱ72 - Pop Up Shopȱ on Saturday 5th December.  

~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

https://www.blandshire.nsw.gov.au/


POSTIEȭS PRESS continuedȣ.. 

 

Recreation Ground upgrades have been temporarily paused due to lack of tradies to lay 

concrete etc. Works are proposed to start again shortly. 

~~~~~~~~~~ 

We would like to thank all the harvest workers who have come in to the General Store and 

supported us by purchasing lunches and dinner meals. We will be working towards 

ȰHarvest Meal Dealsȱ for next year! We appreciate your custom.  

.  
 

COMING EVENTS 

 
Saturday 5th/Sunday 6th December – “72 Pop Up Shop” – various local businesses selling 

their wares from 10am each day.  Some of the Pop Up Shops on the weekend will be A&H 

Bowtique, Barmedman General Store, SunnyBibs, Clay Creates Kokedamas and more! 

 

  

Friday 25th December – CHRISTMAS DAY! 

 

 
******************* 

CLASSIFIEDS: 

 

   BEREAVEMENT THANK YOU 
Farewell to Lin Martin 

Lin passed away peacefully on 3rd November after a short illness. 

In accordance with his wishes there was no funeral. 

Lin loved living in Barmedman. His father was born here in the Queen Street Hospital, and 

his grandfather owned 3 dwellings in town. 

Thank you to all the Barmedmanites who’ve supported me. I’m staying here, my great 

home. 

Deb Martin 

 

CLEANER WANTED 
St Joseph’s Catholic Church requires a cleaner to vacuum, dust and general cleaning duties 

at the Church for approximately 1 hour twice per month.  

To apply please ring Pat Wells if you’re interested and for more details on 

0269762121 

 



 
 

If anyone has any classifieds they would like to include in our Diary – please feel free to 

write them on the sheet of paper at the General Store or email me by the 21st of any month 

at newsletter@barmedman.com.au  

 

****************** 

NOTES FROM THE BARMEDMAN ARTS, CRAFTS & COFFEE SHOP 

 

The shop will close on 22nd December, 2020 and reopen on 

Tuesday 5th January, 2021 for the Christmas break. 

Anne and all the wonderful volunteers would like to extend their 

best Christmas wishes to all of their customers and hope to see 

you all again in the New Year for another great year ahead!  

 

 ***************** 

GENERAL NEWS 

Great to see Barmedman being well and truly represented in the NSW Senior Long Track 

Titles held recently in November at Quirindi Showgrounds. Congratulations to local 

brothers Brett and Shayne Davies for qualifying to participate in the final and achieving a 

very respectable 6th and 7th place. There was also a Barmedman connection with first 

placegetter being the ex-local boy Scott Sandow and 4th place going to Kurt Langabeck. Go 

Barmedman! Great work guys! 

************* 

A huge congratulations to one of Barmedman’s high achievers. 

Charlotte Manalili recently brought recognition to our town by 

way of being awarded 1st Price in the National Water Week 

Colouring Competition in her section which was held by 

Goldenfields Water.  Good job Charlotte!  

************* 

If you have borrowed books from our local Barmedman library please return them by the 

16th December when they will be changed over for a new selection.  You need to be a 

member of the Bland Shire Library to borrow books which can be done at the Library in 

West Wyalong.  Our library is available to everyone during opening hours of the Craft & 

mailto:newsletter@barmedman.com.au


Coffee Shop.  What a great way to relax during the holiday season, read a book while 

enjoying a cuppa or a glass of wine perhaps (adults only).  Children’s books are also 

available if required. 

************* 

With harvest in full swing please be aware of trucks and machinery moving on our roads, 

especially the back roads. Even the old timers are saying they are the best crops they have 

ever seen so good luck to everyone involved. Be safe. 

************* 

The Mineral Pool is well on the way to being full and will be a great place to have your 

Christmas get together. The pool and surrounds are cleaned and maintained by the local 

community and more help is always welcome. The Pool is free to all so please respect this 

wonderful facility and if you are able to assist on a roster basis please put your name down 

at the Barmedman General Store. Even if it’s only an hour now and then, all help will be 

greatly appreciated. There have been visitors from Sydney, Bathurst and Illabo taking 

advantage of the pool even partially full and are high in their praise of the facility. 

************* 

We have two very talented young artists in our community with both Ella and Billy 

Lawrence exhibiting their artwork at the Bundewarra Centre Temora during November. QPL 

Rural and Real Estate Leeton has also been selling Billy’s pink Billy Buttons to aid cancer 

research. Well done to both Ella & Billy. Keep up the great work. 

************* 

Thank you to everyone who attended the Remembrance Day service on 11th November. It is 

important that we not forget those who gave their lives and still continue to serve so that 

we can live in a free society. Thanks also to Steve and Linda who decorated their General 

Store windows and flew flags at half-mast.  

************* 

There may be a number of people in the community who would feel more secure with a 

personal alarm in case of a fall or injury and they are unable to get to the phone or alert 

anyone of their dilemma. If you are registered with My Aged Care you can contact Bland 

Shire Community Centre situated at the West Wyalong Hospital and they will be able to 

assist you with the correct alarm for your situation at a subsidised cost. 

************* 

Please record your vote for the “Save our Voices” campaign. It is important that we are still 

able to receive local news.  Please visit www.saveourvoices.com.au for more information. 

************* 

It has been decided to not go ahead with the Community Christmas Carnival this year due 

to Covid-19 restrictions making it very difficult. Whilst this is unfortunate we can all look 

forward to (hopefully) 2021 being bigger and better than ever! 

************* 

http://www.saveourvoices.com.au/


SOME SPECIAL DAYS IN DECEMBER 

1st – First day of Summer 

7th – Pearl Harbour Bombing (1941) 

21st – Summer Solstice (longest day of the year) 

25th – Christmas Day 

31st – New Year’s Eve – time to farewell 2020 

DECEMBEARD: A hair-raising fundraiser held during the month of December (1st-31st 

December), Decembeard® encourages men to grow a beard in the final month of the year 

to raise awareness and much needed funds for bowel cancer.  Website: www.decembeard.org.au/  

**************** 

JUST FOR LAUGHS 

 
  

          Q:  WhatMç ÙêÙæí äÕæÙâèMç ÚÕêourite Christmas Carol ? 

         A:  Silent Night  

 

     Q.  What is the best Christmas present in the world? 

     A.  A broken drum, you just canô® ej]® r®× 

 

Q: What kind of music do Santa õs elves like? 
 A:   òWrapó music                                                                                                                                                         

 

HANDY HINTS 
 

*Make a unique table centrepiece for Christmas by flipping a wine glass over and place a 

candle on top. Decorate with tinsel if want.   
******** 

*Make confetti to decorate your Xmas table or line gift boxes, by holding tinsel  

in one hand and running a pressed thumb and finger along the garland, freeing the string. 
******* 

Read some good advice for the weeks leading up to Christmas: 
 
4 weeks before Christmas: (like NOW) 
Think about your menu: Start drafting your Christmas day menu, or use one of our menus to help 
you out. Write everything down, and start stocking up on any ingredients that you can get now. 
Don't neglect your drink menu either! 
 Make a baking date: Look at your upcoming schedule and set aside a day to get your baking done. 
Figure out how much flour, sugar, butter and other supplies you'll need and start stocking up now.  
Check supplies: If you're hosting Christmas day, or a festive party, make sure you take stock of what 
you may already have on hand. Note anything you're missing and borrow anything you need from 
family or friends. Even things like chairs, cutlery if you’re hosting a large get together. 



 
3 weeks before Christmas: 
Decorate: Start getting your home into the festive spirit! Now is the best time to think about how 
you want to decorate your Christmas table and to stock up on supplies. Pull your decorations from 
the year before or get creating with a little DIY project with the kids. (And maybe enter the Bland 
Shire Council Christmas Decorations Competition – see more info earlier in Newsletter) 
 Order your meat: Pay a visit to your local butcher to put in an order for your Christmas day meat 
so you don't miss out.  
 

2 weeks before Christmas: 
Get baking: If you haven't already done so, now is the time to do your Christmas baking. Freeze as 
much as you can so that it will see you through the entire festive season. 
Stock up on non-perishables: Look over your Christmas menu and buy all the final non-perishables 
you'll need for the Christmas period and don't forget to keep an eye out for sale items.  
Fill the gas bottles: Make sure your barbecue doesn't run dry and fill your gas bottles up well 
ahead of time. 
 

1 week before Christmas: 
Clean out the fridge/freezer: To make sure you've got enough room ready for the feast ahead give 
your fridge and freezer a proper spring clean.  

 
********** 

 

To say that 2020 overall has been a rather unique and , at times , challenging  year 

would be  fair . For som e more than others. Let ôs hope that 2021 is a good year  for 

everyone  and that life can return to some kind of normal again . Have a wonderful 

December  and January . Continue to stay safe and  cool. Look forward to hearing 

fro m everyone  about whatôs on in February...and beyond!  Merry Chri stmas to you 

allééEd. 

 

 


